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**xxx Excerpt from What to Serve at Parties When you entertain, at dinner, without the help of servants, let the menu consist of dishes that may be
prepared in advance and left a little while to keep cool, or warm as the case may be, without destroying their flavor. The first course may be on the
table when the guests arrive, provided it is a fruit cocktail, or oysters or clams on the half shell. A roast is a good choice for the second course; but
have the gravy made and keeping hot in a double boiler; or else have a sauce such as mint or caper ready. If the green vegetable is peas, beans,
asparagus or sprouts, it may be kept hot over hot water until the psychological moment. The best kind of potatoes would be those in a baking-dish
or casserole. The accompanying jelly or pickles may be already in place on the table, or on the side table. The salad should be in the ice-box
carefully arranged on the plates and placed on a tray so that only one trip will be necessary. The dressing stands beside it ready to be added just
before serving. The dessert should be one that requires no last-minute bustling about. A gelatine in a dainty mold can be turned out in advance and
put in the ice-box. A lemon meringue pie is delicious and involves no trouble. Or perhaps a cold pudding will be the climax of the meal. If whipped
cream or sauce is required, it too, may be ready ahead of time. It is far more important for the hostess to be with her guests in the...
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