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With Brexit, the Scottish referendum, and the threat to the Irish Peace Agreement if the open borders arrangement ends, England risks returning to
its origins as a single-country state, which it was for 500 years from 1066 until 1603. It is worth looking back at that period, the last time that England
faced Europe alone, to assess how it fared then and suggest what is likely to happen in the future. England s history was a period of glorious events,
great personages and the flowering of English cultural achievement that still stands as the greatest body of literary work in the World. Brexiters
delight in recalling these moments, the last successful invasion of England that started it in 1066, the exploits of Richard the Lionheart, the Magna
Carta, the crushing victories of the Hundred Years War, the destruction of the Spanish Armada, the works of Shakespeare. Yet, though based on real
events, England s view of its history is just a myth: these were not glorious events in a period of plenty, but the miserable outcome of oppressive
poverty brought about by tax-collectors who sacrificed their tax-payers, the English population, for their personal glory and profit. The myth was
written by the survivors, the victors, the successors who won; it was not written by the dead, the exiled, the predecessors who lost. The winners have
a clear objective, to justify the murder and rape, to assuage their guilt, if they feel any, and to provide the authority to extract taxes in the territory.
Generation after generation, this myth has built up, woven from half-truths, lies, omissions and insinuations to make up English history. To criticise
this version of England is to...
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