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Createspace, United States, 2014. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 279 x 216 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****The Republic of Kazakhstan has a government system dominated by President Nursultan Nazarbayev and the ruling Nur Otan Party. The
constitution concentrates power in the presidency. The president controls the legislature and the judiciary as well as regional and local
governments. Changes or amendments to the constitution require presidential consent. The 2012 national elections for the Mazhilis (lower house of
parliament) fell short of international standards, as did the 2011 presidential election, in which President Nazarbayev received 95 percent of the vote.
Civilian authorities maintained effective control over the security forces. Some security forces committed human rights abuses. The most significant
human rights problems were severe limits on citizens rights to change their government; restrictions on freedom of speech, press, assembly,
religion, and association; and lack of an independent judiciary and due process, especially in dealing with pervasive corruption and abuses by law
enforcement and judicial officials. Other reported abuses included: arbitrary or unlawful killings; military hazing that led to deaths; detainee and
prisoner torture and other abuse; harsh and sometimes life threatening prison conditions; arbitrary arrest and detention; infringements on citizens
privacy rights; prohibitive political party registration requirements; restrictions on the activities of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs); violence
and discrimination against women; abuse of children; sex and labor trafficking; discrimination against persons with disabilities and ethnic
minorities; societal discrimination against lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT) persons, and persons with HIV/AIDS; and child labor. The
government took modest steps to prosecute officials who committed abuses, especially in high-profile corruption cases; however, corruption was
widespread and impunity existed, for those in positions of authority as well as for those with connections to government or law enforcement
officials.
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